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n this column we discuss
an issue that is central to
national history and personal
identify i n Georgia - religion.
Our aim is not to talk about
possible connections between
religion and population growth or
economic development or other
phenomena. Instead, we simply
wanted to gauge neighboring countries' perceptions and knowledge of
the dominant religion i n Georgia.
Orthodox Christianity is a predominant religion in Georgia and the
country has adopted Christianity
as a state religion as early as the 4""
century. Despite being a m u l t i ethnic/sectarian society, no major
clashes were ever documented between the different religious groups
in Georgia either during times of
peace or the Soviet period. (Even
during the Jewish grassroots movement in which Soviet Jews sought
to immigrate to Israel after the
Six-Day-War, Georgian authorities
lent a hand, compared to elsewhere
in the Soviet empire). Religion is
an important issue when it comes
to Russian-Georgia relations
because both countries have large
multiethnic populations and both
share Christian Orthodoxy as their
dominant religion.
I n a GORBI/ROMIR nationwide
representative poll conducted simultaneously i n Georgia and Russia i n 2009, we asked both popula-

Chart 1: KMhat will Russia and Georgia continue to liave In common in the future Tablel: Religion that the majority of Georgians belongs - by countries (Q. Do
you know whichreligion the majority of Georgians belong?)
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tions to name possible factors that
could unite Georgian and Russian
peoples in the future. Religion was
named by 55% of Georgians and
15% of Russian respondents. Other
factors had lower percentages:
"common history" was thought as
a uniting factor by another 17% of
Russian respondents, while only
3% of Georgians considered this an
important factor. More favorable
a factor was family ties, as named
by one in five Russians (19%) and
one in four Georgians (24%). The
Russian language is by far still
the second language spoken by
most in Georgia nowadays but its
importance in Georgian-Russian
relations seems to be negligible

con-

for both countries - only 5% of
surveyed Russians named it as a
possible uniting factor and this was
true to even lesser extent i n Georgia (only 1% claimed the language
could be a cause for integration).
Interestingly, religion and common history (mostly meaning
WWII i f you ask the average
Russian, and occupation or Soviet
legacy i f you are talking to the
average Georgian) are the two
factors that top politicians in Russia frequently name as existing
uniting factors between the two
nations.
In January 2014, GORBI asked a
nationally representative sample
of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,

Georgia and Ukraine which religion
they think the majority of Georgians belongs.
Overall, more than two thirds of
surveyed respondents thought that
Christianity is currently the main
reUgion of the majority of Georgian
citizens, and not surprisingly, the
majority guessed correctly - that
Orthodox Christianity is the dominant religion i n the country. Only
one in every twenty respondents i n
Belarus, Azerbaijan and Ukraine
believe that most Georgians are
Catholics and every tenth surveyed
in Belarus and Ukraine identified
Islam as the most common religion
i n Georgia. Fewer in Armenia and
Azerbaijan thought Georgians
are Muslims (3% and 4%, respectively), and almost a quarter of
respondents could not answer this
question.

As a regional hub for partner
organizations and international clients, since 2003, GORBI is the only
Georgian member of the Gallup
International research network to
have over two decades of experience in survey research in post-Soviet countries, as well as Mongolia
and Iraq. All 4 surveys were
conducted on a national representative sample of 1,000 respondents
aged 15 or older in January 2014;
data retains a 3% margin of error
with confidence at 95%. This data
was provided exclusively to the
Financial. Please do not visit our
site (www.gorbi.com); it is under
construction!
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