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Georgia Grows Impatient With New Regime 
The president's clashes with Russia concern many, who wish he would focus on tackling low wages and high unemployment, 
October 31. 2004!Kim Murphy | Times Staff Writer 

Seventeen Georgian soldiers died in clashes in South Ossetia after Saakashvili closed down a booming $20-
million annual trade in Russian goods smuggled through the lawless region. In Abkhazia, where thousands of 
Russian tourists spend their summers at low-budget Black Sea resorts, Saakashvili threatened to sink Russian 
tour boats. 

Russia has been doing its own share of blustering. After the terrorist seizure of a school at Beslan, Moscow 
declared that it was prepared to launch preemptive strikes against terrorist refuges. In view of Russia's 
fi-equent complaints that Georgia shields Chechen rebels in the remote Pankisi Gorge, most took the 
declaration as a thinly veiled threat to bomb Georgia 
The newly assertive Georgian president clearly has Moscow worried. 

"He is extremely popular, and while he is popular, he fancies himself invincible. He destabilizes the situation 
with his simplistic moves, scoring again and again," Gleb Pavlovsky, an analyst close to the Kremlin, told the 
Russian newspaper Nezavisimaya Gazeta. "It means that Russia will have to stop this man sooner or later." 

The prospect of a new war in the Caucasus also would have provoked unease in the U.S., which last year 
spent $20 million on democracy-building programs in Georgia and is Saakashvili's biggest international 
booster. 

At home, Saakashvili still enjoys a confidence rating of more than 80%, according to a poll two months ago 
by the GORBI Sociological Survey, and many Georgians say they are proud of their tough new president. 

"Of course we support him. One hundred and fifty percent," said Lasha Chechua, an unemployed gas industry 
engineer. " I f he needs to go to war in South Ossetia, people must understand that this is Georgia's territory, 
and this whole conflict was created by a third party, Russia." 

"We're up to our ears in debt," his wife, Tsetsino, said. 

"But that's not Saakashvili's fault. Everything was destroyed when he came to power. There was nothing. 
Now, we need time. He needs time." 

Yet how much time is required to turn around a nation with 17% unemployment, falling living standards and 
an industrial output barely a quarter of what it was in 1991? 

"Take me as an example," said a mathematician at the Academy of Sciences, who declined to give her name 
because she feared losing her job 
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